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Special to The New York Times
HUNTSVILLE, Ala., Sept. 4 — Nica-
raguan rebel leaders said today that
two Americans killed when their beli-
copter was shot down in Nicaragua on

+

e

r.

- Saturday were Vietnam veterans who'|

! rebel leaders, have no connection with the CI A
! the Central Intelligence Agency, which :—————=

- were members of a veterans' group
: formed to help the Nicaraguan rebels.
 The rebel leaders, based in Miami
- and New Orleans, said the two men and
. four other Americans who traveled
¢ with them to Honduras last week volun-
= teered their help and received no pay.
~Previously it had been reported that
Yithe group consisted of seven men,
I* The rebel leaders, from the Nicara-
guan Democratic Force, the largest of
' the insurgent groups, said that one of
‘Lhe men killed was a Huntsville police
jdetective, Dana H. Parker Jr., who
i they said had taken a leave of absence
to assist the rebels. :
| _ Theother man, they said, was James
Powell, of Memphis. Both men were
said to have been helicopter pilots in
Vietnam.

Group Formed by Veterans

The two men, according

officials, were members of a group

jcalled Civilian Military Assistance that

|
f
was formed last year by American ’

military veterans to help the rebels.
The group, the insurgent officials
said, has chepters in Huntsville,- Mem-
phis, and Birmingham and has sent be.
{ tween 15 and 20 Americans to Honduras
‘during the last year to advise the
, rebels, : . ‘
i The Americans have helped train '
’rebel airplape and helicopter pilots, the i
linsurgen: leaders said, but have not
| participated in military activities in
Nicaragua. .

They said that the two men were |
'killed on Saturday when their helicop- |
ter flew over Nicaragua to inspect the
|demage inflicted by a rebel ground at-
'tack on a military installation, but that

they had not taken part.in fighting.
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1 The Americans have also provided
' medical supplies, clothing and other
' equipment to help the rebels, the insur-
. gent leaders said.

i " Some Saild to Be Reservists

Jhe Americans, according to the

ihas_supported the insurgents since
" I88T, but some are in the United States
Army Reserve.

The main rebel group, the Nicara-
guan Democratic Force, scheduled a
news conference to identify the men
and provide details about their involve.
.ment in the Nicaraguan conflict.

f Rebel officials said that Mario
i Calero Portocarrero, a rebel leader in

New Orleans, had helped arrange for
;jthe Americans to travel to Hondures
|| 1ast week. ,

The rebel leaders said the men had
no connection, direct or indirect, with
the United States Government while

| .they were assisting the insurgents. The
{:Reagan Administration has also Said
/|that_the men, described by White

esence in Honduras last week.

Senator atr [ ,
the New YOIk Democral Who IS vice
hairman of the Senate Select _G;_mmif-
ee on Inte 1Een¢:eI has said that the
panel will Took Into the mvo vement of
€ Americans an

ny possible links to

Senator Moynihan said today ‘“An
‘otficial of the é.I.A. ot back to me to-
iday to confirm the original information
mﬁm
with the ‘contra’ activity in Honduras
and Nicaragua are in no way 85s0ci-
jated with the intelligence communi s
aor have thevbeen, It appears 6 me it
S NOW a matter for the State Depart-
nent to investigate.”

‘Contra’ is a term used to describe
hose seeking to overthrow Nicara-

wa’s leftist Government.,

STAT

{ |{Bouse and intelligence officials as
i | mercenaries, were not associated with
e Government,

Nicaragua, which said that the heli-
icopter was shot down after it and four

itraining school in Santa Clara, near the
.Honduran border, has charged that the
men wor, or _the C(entral Intelli-
‘gence Agency.

Questions rethained, however, about

how the six Americans beceme in-

'small planes had atiacked & military |

t
|

'volved with the rebels and how the

‘C.L.A., which has described their_ac.

tvities in some detail, knew about their
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